Critical ammunition inspection: a job for TEAD
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While most people were beginning their holiday break, employees at Tooele Army Depot were setting
up an ammunition inspection line and living up to their motto of being “Always at the Ready.”

On Dec. 20, TEAD received an urgent request from the Department of the Army to inspect 4,000 90mm
anti-personnel (APERS) recoilless rifle rounds, with instructions to ship 1,874 as soon as possible to
support operations in theater. An 8-man team from the Ammunition Operations Directorate (AOD)
moved out quickly and prepared a building, set up an inspection line and completed all inspection
requirements in less than five working days.

“Once again, the employees at TEAD demonstrated why we are ‘Always at the Ready,”” said William
Smith, Chief of the Logistics Support, Maintenance and Demil Division of AOD. “An ammunition
inspection program like this is absolutely critical for the safety of the Warfighter. We want the
Warfighter to have confidence in the ammunition that we provide. When we received the call to ‘move
forward,” TEAD employees did not hesitate to perform their duties during the holiday season.”

The purpose of the inspection was to measure the depth of the primers, which had to be .025 inch or
less to ensure the weapon’s firing pin made contact with the primer, guaranteeing reliability of the
rounds, Smith added.

The 90 mm APERS round is designed for close-in defense against large attacks or assaults on personnel
positions. The canister consists of a thin-walled, deep-drawn, scored aluminum body which contains
steel-wire fragments called flechettes.

The inspection crew inspected an average of 803 rounds per day, ensuring the entire project was
complete by the deadline.

“When it comes to supporting the Warfighter, TEAD employees will do whatever has to be done to
accomplish the mission,” said Col. Yolanda Dennis-Lowman, TEAD commander.

Caption for photo: Jason Alexander, a Tooele Army Depot Quality Assurance Specialist (Ammunition
Surveillance) (QASAS), checks and verifies proper depth of a 90 mm anti-personnel round primer on
Monday. Tooele Army Depot personnel inspected more than 4,000, 90 mm rounds as part of a
Department of the Army urgent request for support.



